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What is the difference between a learning objective (or intention) and an assessment criteria?
Learning objectives are what you use in planning to ensure coverage of the NC Programme of Study.  Assessment criteria are used to assess pupils’ progress against the NC Level Descriptors.  There are more learning objectives than assessment criteria as the assessment criteria are the key things that indicate levelness.

Should I level every teaching objective in my scheme of work, or on my planning?

No

How many times do I need to make a judgement against an assessment criteria?

Generally speaking, it is not about a prescriptive number of times but your professional judgement.  It depends completely on the strength of the evidence observed, and perhaps also the assessment criteria in question. Your professional judgement will tell you whether or not you are convinced. When making judgements against the ‘Using and Applying’ assessment criteria, you would be expecting to see the criteria fulfilled independently and in a range of contexts. 
Isn’t this just like the original National Curriculum tick-sheets?

No, there is no comparison.  These sheets were about monitoring coverage of the teaching of the National Curriculum programme of study.  The APP guidelines are to inform the assessment process and enable teachers to assess pupils’ progress in relation to National Curriculum levels and use this information diagnostically.  
Does the evidence have to be something I can photocopy?

No.  Some of the standards files being developed exemplify this through including photographs and video clips of learners working.

How often do I make a periodic judgement?

The school assessment policy will influence when teachers will make APP judgements, although subject leaders will need to discuss with senior leaders how APP will be developed to complement and strengthen existing assessment practice. This suggests that schools will most likely formalise their judgements termly (‘old’ terms), allowing meaningful contributions to whole-school pupil tracking programmes.
What is the minimum evidence needed to make a periodic judgement?

As a basic principle the work reviewed in each periodic assessment should cover a range of areas of mathematics and at least one ‘old’ term’s progress; e.g. end of December, March and June.
If my periodic judgement is the same during the year, does this mean the child has not progressed in their learning?

Not necessarily.  A learner making the expected rate of progress is certain to have at least two consecutive periodic judgements that are (numerically) the same.  However, the key thing about building a picture using the assessment guidelines is that you can show mathematical progress within the level (and also within a low, secure or high level).
Do I still use sublevels?

APP provides the basis for making a ‘best-fit’, overall judgement across reading, writing or mathematics in relation to National Curriculum levels and offers a professional basis for teachers to distinguish between ‘low’, ‘secure’ and ‘high’ performance. It has not developed separate criteria for each sub-level, nor does it allocate ‘scores’ that are then split numerically to give a sub-level.

What is the difference between moderation and standardisation?

Standardisation is the initial and ongoing process of being aware of national standards.  Moderation is to ensure consistency in the application of these standards, and is developed as APP begins to embed.
What does APP moderation look like? 

There are two aspects to moderation of the APP process.  Moderation is to ensure consistency of the use of assessment criteria, and to ensure the accuracy of periodic judgements.

Do I have to keep a portfolio for every child?

No.  There is no need to keep portfolios of evidence for any child.  However, it is suggested that to support the moderation process schools should know where the evidence is for one or two children within a class.  This differs slightly from the guidance for end of KS1 moderation.

What will Ofsted want to see?

Your APP developments should be discussed on the SEF so that Ofsted are aware of what you are doing.  They have also requested that in the case of an inspection they are told exactly how you are doing APP.  Currently, all data that Ofsted have access to is based on tests.  They are currently exploring how teacher assessment data can be made available to them in advance so that they can use it.

How often would I be making judgements against assessment criteria?

There is no nationally agreed rule as to when judgements against assessment criteria could be made – in part due to the elements of surprise and professional judgement.  Careful planning for specific assessment criteria to pop up in line with learning objectives in the Frameworks suggests between 20 and 25 might arise during the course of a year.  However, care should be taken not to place a ceiling on what learners can demonstrate. 

How do I assess ‘Using and Applying’?

The ‘Using and Applying’ assessment criteria should not be assessed in isolation. Using carefully chosen rich activities within everyday teaching will provide opportunities for the ‘Using and Applying’ criteria - observe the process, not the end-product.  Be flexible in which criteria you are looking for – the learners will often be working more freely.

Do I still use tests?

APP is a process of periodic review of work already done, not a new assessment event.  Tests might form part of the evidence by using them formatively to inform the building picture: not to provide a (sub)level for tracking.
The following four FAQs assume that you are using a RAG-rating approach and/or the Glosmaths e-markbook:

When would I highlight an assessment criteria green?

When the quality of the work (or response) demonstrated convinces you that the learner is secure in their knowledge or understanding of the assessment criteria in question.  If a gentle prompting is required in order for them to demonstrate this again in the future, this should not necessarily be ‘downgraded’ to amber.

How many times do I need to make a judgement against an assessment criteria before I highlight it ‘green’?

This depends completely on the strength of the evidence observed, and perhaps also the assessment criteria in question.  Your professional judgement will tell you whether or not you are convinced.

When would I highlight an assessment criteria amber?

When the quality of the work (or response) demonstrated does not completely convince you that the learner is secure in their knowledge or understanding of the assessment criteria in question.  Or when (in the case of some assessment criteria) only some of the assessment criteria is demonstrated.

When would I highlight an assessment criteria red?

When the quality of the work (or response) demonstrated convinces you that the learner is completely insecure in their knowledge or understanding of the assessment criteria in question.

Do I have to have a paper record if I am using the e-markbook?
No!
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