Codes:  An Overview

If you can, read Chapter 8 from ‘Why Do Buses Come In Threes?’  Essential pre-project reading!

Year 7:  Scrambling Messages

Buried Messages

The Pigpen Cipher

Rotor Ciphers

Year 8:  Everyday Codes

Barcodes and EANs

ISBNs

(Morse code)

Year 9:  The Babington plot (Frequency Analysis)

A series of three lessons culminating in the deciphering of one of the most famous encrypted messages in history!

Of course, depending on your group you may need to take longer on some of the activities than suggested.  There is more than enough material to pick and choose from if necessary.

Many of the ideas here are based on activities which can be found at http://www.projects.ex.ac.uk/trol/trol/trolc.htm
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