Cuisenaire Factors

This activity helps children to develop visual imagery of factors – by placing rods together in ‘walls’ it is easier to see how factors fit in – 

e.g. The factors of ten


are five….


and two….


and one…

(but I’m not drawing all of them!)

But three does not line up….







There is a space!

Activity…

Draw the walls for each number from 1-20.

E.g the ‘Wall’ for three is…







So the factors of three are 1 and 3.

Which number has the highest wall, so the greatest number of factors?

Which numbers have the smallest number of factors, other than one?

Are there any patterns you notice in your diagrams?

